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Application card

APPLICATION
This exercise can be used a few weeks into a course, after students 
have been introduced to new material such as a particular principle, 
theory, or procedure. Applications include:

• Developing critical and practical thinking skills through reflection

• Enabling students to take an active part in their own learning

• Encourages students to connect with prior knowledge and to 
reflect on the implications beyond the classroom

MATERIALS
Paper, or blank cards

Pen or pencil

Alternatively, you could ask students to write their reflections on an 
online discussion forum.  

TIME
Allow students at least 5 minutes to reflect.  Then allow 10-15 
minutes of discussion time in the following lesson to discuss the 
responses.

PROCESS
At the end of a session, hand out copies of the applications card 
to your students (see template at the end of this resource). Then 
allow around 5 minutes for them to write their responses. Collect 
the cards and sort through the responses by dividing them into 4 
categories: great, acceptable, marginal, and not acceptable. Discuss 

the responses in the following class, paying particular attention to 
the factors that argue for or against a particular set of responses. 
Compile the responses into a resource for your students to 
encourage a circle of learning.

OVERVIEW
The Applications Card is a classroom assessment technique devised 
by Angelo and Cross (1993) and is used to provide feedback to the 
teacher on student learning. However, it also encourages students to 
become active learners. By asking students to apply what they have 
learned to a particular situation, this activity requires students to 
engage with the new material by relating it to prior knowledge. The 
student not only has to reflect on what they have learned in class, 
but they must demonstrate a deeper understanding of the topic by 
thinking about the implications beyond the classroom.  

REFERENCES
Angelo, T. A. & Cross, P.K., (1993), Classroom Assessment 
Techniques: A Handbook for College Teachers, Jossey-Bass 
Publishers: San Francisco

APPLICATIONS CARD TEMPLATE
Take a moment to recall the ideas, techniques and strategies we’ve 
discussed – and those you’ve thought up – to this point in the 
session. Quickly list as many possible applications as you can. Don’t 
censor yourself! These are merely possibilities. You can always 
evaluate the desirability and/or feasibility of these applications ideas 
later.
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Application card template

Take a moment to recall the ideas, techniques and strategies we’ve discussed – and those you’ve thought 
up – to this point in the session. Quickly list as many possible applications as you can. Don’t censor 
yourself! These are merely possibilities. You can always evaluate the desirability and/or feasibility of these 
applications ideas later.

Interesting  
IDEAS/TECHNIQUES  
from this session

Some possible  
APPLICATIONS  
of those ideas/techniques to my work


