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The generic grade descriptors provide a set of standards against which student performance must be evaluated.  
EVALUATING PERFORMANCE 

In Standards based assessment student performance is 
evaluated against a set of criteria (the 'what') and standards 
(the 'how well'). 

CRITERIA 

The criteria define for students the things the teacher is 
looking for in a response to the task. The set of criteria 
must include relevant, observable characteristics of student 
work. The criteria may include product attributes, skills, 
actions or process. 

The set of criteria must be in alignment with the learning 
outcomes expressed for the unit or task. The criteria serve 
as evidence points to enable teachers to make sound 
judgements about the student's achievement (or otherwise) 
of the learning outcomes. This is referred to as 
Constructive Alignment and is a central tenant of the 
Macquarie University curriculum and assessment policies. 

STANDARDS 

The standards define for students the expected level of 
performance for each grade level. Teachers use standards 

to judge how well students have done on each criterion. 
The standards must be expressed in terms relevant to the 
task and may include accuracy, clarity, originality, extent, 
integration and insight. 

Each defined level of performance should be in alignment 
with the generic unit level grade descriptors as shown in 
the table below (Assessment Policy, Procedure, clause 128). 
Linking the standards used in each assessment task to the 
generic unit grade descriptors enables the performance of 
each student in each task to be situated within a common 
set of expectations and benchmarks. 

Note: Criteria and standards must focus on the quality of 
the process and product, not the time or effort expended. 

Explore this topic further … 
MQ Assessment Policy https://goto.mq/assessment-policy 
Curriculum Manual Team (2019a) Assessment section, MQ CMS 
Wiki, https://wiki.mq.edu.au/x/P4CqEg 
Quick guide: Constructive Alignment (what it is) 
Quick guide: Unit Assessment (defining it) 
Quick guide: Learning Outcomes (writing them) 

 

Grade Descriptors (Standards) from the Assessment Policy  

Grade Range Status Description of the standard 
High 
Distinction 
(HD) 

85-100 Pass Provides consistent evidence of deep and critical understanding in relation to the 
learning outcomes. There is substantial originality, insight or creativity in identifying, 
generating and communicating competing arguments, perspectives or problem-solving 
approaches; critical evaluation of problems, their solutions and their implications; 
creativity in application. 

Distinction 
(D) 

75-84 Pass Provides evidence of integration and evaluation of critical ideas, principles and theories, 
distinctive insight and ability in applying relevant skills and concepts in relation to 
learning outcomes. There is demonstration of frequent originality or creativity in 
defining and analysing issues or problems and providing solutions; and the use of means 
of communication and the audience. 

Credit (CR) 65-74 Pass Provides evidence of learning that goes beyond replication of content knowledge or skills 
relevant to the learning outcomes. There is demonstration of substantial understanding 
of fundamental concepts in the field of study and the ability to apply these concepts in a 
variety of contexts; convincing argumentation with appropriate coherent justification; 
communication of ideas fluently and clearly in terms of the conventions of the discipline. 

Pass (P) 50-64 Pass Provides sufficient evidence of the achievement of learning outcomes. There is 
demonstration of a certain level of understanding and application of fundamental 
concepts of the course; routine argumentation with acceptable justification; 
communication of information and ideas adequately in terms of the conventions the 
discipline. The learning attainment is considered satisfactory or adequate or competent 
or capable in relation to the specified outcomes. 

Fail 0-49 Fail Does not provide evidence of attainment of learning outcomes. There is missing or 
partial or superficial or faulty understanding and application of the fundamental 
concepts in the discipline; missing, undeveloped, inappropriate or confusing 
argumentation; incomplete, confusing or lacking communication of ideas in ways that 
give little attention to the conventions of the discipline. 
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