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Marking rubric for Plan Report (30%) 

All criteria are with reference to prior study and integrating experience from across the degree. Each criterion row is equally weighted in the final mark (i.e. 

each row is worth 20%). 

Criteria 

(relevant section) 

Unsatisfactory  

(0–4) 

Meets expectations  

(5–7) 

Exceeds expectations  

(8–10) Meets expectations, plus: 

Completeness Misses one or more major 

elements specified for the Plan 

Report without justification. 

Elements are generally completed 

at below professional standard. 

Satisfies the requirements as outlined in the 

‘Team Brief’ description of a comprehensive plan 

that addresses at least one UN Sustainable 

Development Goal. Includes the plan elements 

outlined in the plan report description, or else 

justifies their exclusion based on plan exigencies. 

Elements are completed to a professional 

standard. 

All elements of the Plan Report are fulfilled 

to a high standard of best professional 

practice. 

Articulation of 

issues 

(introduction to 

the problem; 

project goals) 

Concepts and issues are explained 

only in general or shallow terms.  

The proposed plan is not 

connected with an identified need. 

Referenced sources are scarce or 

doubtful. 

Concepts and challenges to those concepts are 

clearly stated, succinctly yet appropriately 

explained. Effectively and creatively describes 

multiple sustainability challenges and/or 

theories, concepts and definitions, 

demonstrating a deep understanding. Connects 

the project to sustainability as well as science 

concepts and issues. 

Justifies why this project is needed, identifies 

gap(s) and the necessity of the proposed plan. 

Any references are from reputable sources and 

relevant to arguments and claims. 

Persuasively uses the articulation of 

concepts to support the proposed solutions.  

Integrates theory with practical solutions. 

Referenced sources are comprehensive, 

field-leading and recent. 
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Criteria 

(relevant section) 

Unsatisfactory  

(0–4) 

Meets expectations  

(5–7) 

Exceeds expectations  

(8–10) Meets expectations, plus: 

Analysis and 

problem solving 

(proposed 

solution and 

approach, 

impacts and 

benefits, 

conclusion) 

The proposed plan is not 

substantively based on an analysis 

of relevant issues.   

The proposed plan is not linked to 

impacts and benefits. 

Issues are comprehensively analysed to justify 

the proposed plan. Substantiates claims through 

relevant data, research and rich examples. 

Effectively and creatively interprets and 

integrates analysis with solution. 

Proposed plan aligns with comprehensively 

identified impacts and benefits. 

Insightful analysis that identifies new or 

inventive perspectives and solutions. 

Masterfully develops persuasive arguments. 

 

Project planning 

(timeline for 

implementation, 

project team, 

budget and 

justification, risks 

and mitigation) 

Timeline, budget, risks and 

mitigation are incomplete and 

unjustified. The project team and 

roles are insufficient to support the 

proposed plan. 

The proposed timeline and budget are justified 

in terms of good estimation practice and feasible 

implementation of the plan. Possible hurdles, 

issues and risks to implementation have been 

thoroughly investigated, prioritised and targeted 

by relevant mitigation strategies. The project 

team and roles are aligned with and support the 

proposed plan. 

Plan stages, assumptions and budgeting are 

eminently feasible. 

This plan could be implemented rather than 

a theoretical class exercise. 

Style, design and 

communication 

Major grammatical, layout or 

referencing issues. Written 

expression is not to a professional 

standard. Illustrations or graphs 

are unclear or not appropriate to 

the content. The communication 

strategy is unsuited to the 

identified audience. 

The written expression, text organisation and 

referencing are completed and formatted to a 

professional standard appropriate to the 

identified audience. Illustrations are clear and 

convey meaning. Graphs are appropriate to the 

data displayed.  

Implements effective communication principles. 

Takes an appropriately creative and 

innovative approach to communicate 

information in a way that connects 

effectively with the identified audience. 

Illustrations and graphs are finished to high 

standards of design and communication. 

 


