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PACE Travel Grant Scheme 
GUIDELINES 

 
 

PACE (Professional and Community Engagement) is a key component of the University's strategic 
direction, emphasising the University's commitment to excellence in research, learning and teaching and 
community engagement. PACE units provide an academic framework through which students can engage 
with the community in a range of activities, learn through participation, develop their capabilities and 
build the skills that employers value. By completing a PACE unit, students develop all these skills and 
capabilities, and also gain academic credit towards their degree. 

 
 

PURPOSE OF THE SCHEME 
 

The purpose of the PACE Travel Grant Scheme is to provide financial assistance to students undertaking 
a PACE activity in regional and remote Australia, interstate and/or overseas. It is intended to make a 
significant contribution towards travel and related costs incurred by the student, while expecting the 
recipient to meet the cost of any additional expenses. 

 
Please note that eligible students can also apply for a PACE Equity Grant, in addition to the PACE Travel 
Grant Scheme. However, students undertaking a PACE activity are not eligible to apply for Macquarie 
Abroad travel funding1. 

 
 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 

To be eligible to apply for a grant under the PACE Travel Grant Scheme students must: 
 

1. Be currently admitted to a degree at  Macquarie University2; and 
2. Be either 

a. undertaking an approved PACE activity as part of an accredited PACE unit in which they are 
enrolled for the current academic year (current or upcoming Session); or 

b. be a participant in a pre-approved PACE International community development co-curricular 
activity for the current academic year (current or upcoming Session); and 

3. Have completed at least one Session at Macquarie University; and 
4. Meet the minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) requirement3; and 
5. Submit their application prior to undertaking their PACE  activity. 

 
Eligible students are normally entitled to a maximum of one PACE Travel Grant for a PACE activity 
conducted outside metropolitan Sydney but within Australia (henceforth a ‘Regional’ PACE Travel 
Grant), and one grant for an International PACE activity over the course of their enrolment at Macquarie. 
Exceptions to this rule will be considered on application to the Academic and Programs Director of PACE 
(and sent to pacegrant@mq.edu.au ). Students undertaking a PACE International activity are only 
eligible to receive a PACE Travel Grant OR a New Colombo Plan mobility grant (not both grants). 

 

Students undertaking a PACE activity while on international exchange and who are already the recipient of 
Macquarie Abroad travel funding are eligible to apply for a PACE Travel Grant if they can demonstrate that 
undertaking a PACE activity will result in them incurring extra costs (e.g. extending their stay overseas). In this 
case, an application for special consideration, including an outline of the expected extra costs likely to be incurred, 
should be made to the Academic and Programs Director of PACE (and sent to pacegrant@mq.edu.au). 

                                                        
1 For more information on the Macquarie Abroad travel funding, please visit:   
https://students.mq.edu.au/experience/travel-while-studying/explore/payment 
2 Macquarie OUA students must be in a Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP). 
3 The minimum GPA requirement for PACE Travel Grants are: 2.0 under the 4 point scale, or 4.0 under the 7 point scale. Students who do 
not meet the minimum GPA requirement may be eligible for an exemption. Please see the PACE Travel Grant exemption from GPA guideline 
and complete the Grant Exemption form. 

mailto:pacegrant@mq.edu.au
mailto:pacegrant@mq.edu.au
https://students.mq.edu.au/experience/travel-while-studying/explore/payment
http://ishare.mq.edu.au/prod/file/dfc6a7e6-b3a8-4166-a8b3-79d40f18b038/1/PACE%20Grant%20Request%20for%20Exemption%20from%20GPA%20Requirement%20Guideline_FINAL%20Dec%2017.pdf
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Students undertaking local PACE activities are not eligible for any funding under the PACE Travel Grant 
Scheme. For students who are resident in the Sydney basin, the local area is defined as the metropolitan 
area within a 150km geographical radius of the Sydney metropolitan area4. 

 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

Regional and student nominated international PACE activities 
 

 
1. The Applicant follows the link to the PACE Travel Grant application form in ask.mq (log-in will be 

required) 
2. The Applicant completes the Application form online 
3. The application is sent electronically to the designated Faculty endorser (Unit Convenor / PACE Faculty 

staff) 
4. The Application is received electronically by the PACE Office for assessment and processing 

 
NB: Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 
International PACE activities (excluding student nominated international activities) 

 
Applicants for international PACE activities (excluding student nominated international activities) will have 
their eligibility for a PACE Travel Grant assessed automatically as part of the broader application process. 
These applicants do not need to complete the separate grant application form, as set out above. 

 
 

PAYMENT OF THE GRANT 
 

All successful applicants for a PACE Travel Grant will be emailed the following documents, related to the PACE 
Travel Grant. 

 
• Regional and student nominated international PACE activities: 

- Offer of Grant; 
- PACE Travel Grant Acceptance Form; 
- Banking Authority form; 
- Feedback form 

 

Payment will be made directly to the student’s nominated bank account after the PACE Office has received the 

completed Student PACE Travel Grant Acceptance form and the Banking Authority form. 
 
• International PACE Activities (excluding student nominated activities): 

- Banking Authority form 
 
Payment will be made directly to the student’s nominated bank account after the PACE Office has received the 
completed Banking Authority form, and the student has enrolled into their relevant PACE unit (if completing 
activity for credit) and has paid their deposit.  

 
 

Please note that due to processing time, payment may be received up to 6 weeks after the Acceptance form is 
submitted to the PACE Office. 

 
 

APPLICATION TIMELINE 
 

Applications will be assessed within approximately two weeks of being received. 

 

 

                                                        
4 PACE Travel Grant amounts are based on the cost of travel to and from the location of the PACE Activity; however, an applicant’s eligibility 
for a grant amount is also based on where the applicant resides. Regional and International grants are only available for the undertaking of 
PACE Activities that require regional, inter-state or international travel to a location other than an applicants’ term address or home address 
(ie where the student normally resides during the session). External students living in regional areas can only apply for a Travel Grant to 
undertake a PACE Activity located more than 150km from their home address (including one located in the Sydney metropolitan area). 

https://wiki.mq.edu.au/download/attachments/232129002/pace_travel_grant_exemption_from_gpa_requirement_application_form.pdf?version=1&amp;modificationDate=1486534077000&amp;api=v2
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CONDITIONS OF THE GRANT 
 

All successful recipients of a PACE Travel Grant offer must agree to: 
 

• Use the Grant money for its intended purpose; 

• Actively participate in the work and other activities involved in the assigned PACE activity 

• Adhere to the workplace policies and procedures of the partner organisation at which the PACE activity 
is being conducted; 

• Respect the property and confidentiality of the partner organisation; 

• Be respectful of their position as a representative of Macquarie University; 

• Comply with requirements of any relevant Macquarie University Policies and Procedures (e.g. PACE 
Governance and Guidelines and MQ Student Code of Conduct); 

• Complete all requirements as per instructions from the unit convenor, Team Leader and/or PACE staff; 

• Where possible, participate in promotional activities facilitated by Macquarie University during and 
after the participant returns from the PACE activity 

 
 

Failure to comply with the above conditions may result in the student being required to repay the Grant to the 
University. 

 
Any change in circumstances, before, during or after the activity must be reported to the PACE Office as soon 
as practicable. Students who are unable to undertake and/or are withdrawn from their PACE activity, may be 
required to repay any funds paid to them, in full. 

 
 

MONITORING AND REPORTING 
 

Within 2 weeks of return from the PACE activity, all recipients of a PACE Travel Grant are required to return 
the PACE Travel Grant Scheme Feedback form. 
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GRANT AMOUNTS 

REGIONAL 

Area Location Grant Amount 

Level 1 Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra, Adelaide, 
Hobart 

 
$200 

Level 2 Regional NSW 
150-500km from Sydney metropolitan area  
(ie. more than 150 km from the student’s residential address) 

 

$400 

Level 3 Over 500km from Sydney CBD 
(excluding Level 1 Capital Cities identified above 
and Level 4 locations identified below) 

 

$600 

Level 4 Northern Territory and remote Western 
Australia (over 400km from Perth)5  

 

$1000 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

Country Grant Amount Country Grant Amount 

Argentina $2,000 Kiribati $900 

Austria $1,600 Kenya $2,000 

Bahrain $1,100 Kuwait $1,700 

Bangladesh $1,500 Lebanon $1,700 

Belgium $1,600 Lithuania $1,600 

Bhutan $1,500 Malaysia $1,100 

Botswana $2,000 Malta $1,600 

Brazil $2,000 Mexico $2,000 

Bulgaria $1,600 Morocco $1,700 

Cambodia $1,100 Nepal $1,500 

Canada $1,200 Netherlands $1,600 

Chile $2,000 New Caledonia $900 

China $1,100 New Zealand $1,000 

Colombia $2,000 Norway $1,600 

Costa Rica $2,000 Pakistan $1,500 

Croatia $1,600 Papua New Guinea $900 

Cuba $2,000 Peru $2,000 

Czech Republic $1,600 Philippines $1,100 

Denmark $1,600 Poland $1,600 

 

 

                                                        
5 Remote locations in other states will also be considered on a case-by-case basis 
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Dominican Republic $2,000 Portugal $1,600 

Ecuador $2,000 Romania $1,600 

Egypt $1,700 Russia $1,600 

Ethiopia $2,000 Rwanda $2,000 

Fiji $900 Samoa $900 

Finland $1,600 Singapore $1,100 

France $1,600 South Africa $2,000 

Germany $1,600 South Korea $1,100 

Ghana $2,000 Spain $1,600 

Greece $1,600 Sri Lanka $1,500 

Hong Kong $1,100 Sweden $1,600 

Hungary $1,600 Switzerland   $1,600 

Iceland $1,600 Thailand $1,100 

India $1,500 Tunisia $2,000 

Indonesia $1,100 Turkey $1,700 

Iran $1,700 United Arab Emirates $1,700 

Ireland $1,600 United Kingdom $1,600 

Israel $1,700 United States $1,200 

Italy $1,600 Uruguay $2,000 

Japan $1,100 Vanuatu $900 

Jordan $1,700 Vietnam $1,100 

 
Note: If your intended destination is not in the above list, please contact pacegrant@mq.edu.au for clarification of the 
applicable PACE Travel Grant amount. 

 

Note: The above amounts are for students completing activities from Session 1 2019. 

 

mailto:pacegrant@mq.edu.au

