
 

  

 
 
 

 
  

Scratch cards, iLearn or 
InteDashboard? 
WHICH TEAM BASED LEARNING TOOL IS RIGHT FOR YOU 



 

 

Executive Summary 
 
 

Team Based Learning (TBL) can be run in a number of different ways. One of the decisions that you’ll need to make when designing 
your TBL module is which platform or method you will use to administer your Individual and Team Readiness Assurance Tests 
(IRATs & TRATs).  

This resource will briefly describe and compare three different tools available: 

- Scra tch ca rds – A paper-based method to run TRATs which is not reliant on technology inside the classroom. 
- iLea rn – Macquarie University’s own online learning platform which can be used to run TBL quizzes. 
- InteDa shboa rd – Online software which has been specifically designed for TBL. 

Whilst each method has its own strengths and weaknesses, ultimately the decision will depend on your budget and the specific 
requirements of your unit. 
  



 

 

What tools are available 
for TBL? 
 
 

1. SCRATCH CARDS 
 

Scratch cards, also known as Immediate Feedback Assessment Technique (IF-AT) forms, can be used to administer TRATs in class 
without the use of electronic devices. 

Using this method requires teams to scratch off the rectangle which they 
believe corresponds to the correct answer. If their choice is correct, a star will 
be revealed underneath. If their choice is incorrect, the rectangle will be blank 
underneath and the team will need to re-evaluate their answer to the question 
and scratch off another rectangle, continuing until they uncover the star 
(Epstein Educational Enterprises, n.d.). 

Various answer patterns are available to prevent students from memorising the 
pattern. In addition to this, the star is located in different parts of the rectangle 
which prevents students from cheating by scratching off a small section just to 
check (Epstein Educational Enterprises, n.d.). 

Overall, scratch cards are a fun and reliable way to administer TRATs and 
deliver immediate feedback to students. As this method is completely paper-
based during classroom time, there is little risk of technical difficulties or 
internet connectivity issues interfering with your TBL class. 

 

2. ILEARN 
 

 

iLearn’s Quiz feature can be used to administer IRATs and TRATs. 
The advantage of using this platform is that you might already have 
some degree of familiarity with it, and so may your students. Also, if 
you are running multiple TBL’s within your unit of study, you will be 
able to collect some data on how students and teams are tracking 
and hopefully improving. 

There are many options available when creating a quiz on iLearn. 
Here are some suggested approaches for TBL: 

For an IRAT, you may choose to apply Certainty-Based Marking (CBM), where students will need to choose how 
confident they are in their answer based on a 3-point scale: “unsure”, “mid” and “quite sure”. The higher students rate 
their certainty, the more points they will gain if they answer correctly, but also the more points they risk losing if their 
answer is incorrect. 

To do this, ensure the following option is selected when creating the quiz: 

 

Also ensure that under “Review Options”, you have unchecked all the options which reveal quiz answers to your students 
before the quiz has closed. They should not have access to the IRAT results until after the TRAT is complete. 
 

 



 

 

 

iLearn is a great platform for administering various types of quizzes and at no extra cost for Macquarie staff and students, it is one 
of the most affordable ways to run your TBL module. 

 

3. INTEDASHBOARD 
 

InteDashboard is an online software which has been specifically designed for TBL. It can help facilitate all stages of the TBL 
process, from the Readiness Assurance Tests to Focused Application Tasks and even peer evaluation. 

When administering IRATs and TRATs using InteDashboard, you’re able to see real-time data on how students and teams are 
performing. This enables you to see straight away which questions the class struggled with which may need further clarification. 
Having this information right at your fingertips allows you to move from the TRAT to Clarification Session with minimal delay, so 
you can make the most of your available class time. 

Another advantage in using InteDashboard is the vast amount of 
data that can be collected from IRATs and TRATs. Whilst other 
online platforms may give you basic results for each individual quiz, 
InteDashboard allows you to track student and team results 
throughout the entire session at a glance. This data can help you 
measure the success of both your individual TBL modules and the 
unit as a whole. 

 

Design-wise, InteDashboard is intuitive to use and features smart 
colour-coding and table layouts which enable you to easily identify 
student results. Quiz setup and navigation is straightforward, 
making it an easy software to pick up for staff and students alike. 

 

Overall, InteDashboard is a great tool for facilitating TBL which can save you time both inside and outside the classroom. Despite 
all these features however, it is important to consider that the software does come at a fairly high cost: about $50/head/year∗, 
depending on the amount of licences you purchase. You will need to decide whether it is worth this cost and whether it is a viable 
option for your program. 

 

 

  

                                                             
∗ As of April 2018. Prices may fluctuate over time. 

For a TRAT, you may want to implement Immediate Feedback, so teams know straight away whether their answer is correct. 
To allow teams who answer a question incorrectly to continue making attempts, ensure this option is selected when creating 
the quiz: 

 

When adding or editing a question, scroll down to the “Multiple Tries” tab and ensure you fill out hints for this feature to 
work. The number of tries is equal to the number of hints plus 1. For example, filling out 2 hints will give students 3 tries, 
which is ideal for a 4-answer-choice multiple-choice question (Macquarie University, n.d.). 

If you do not wish for your students to be given hints, simply type “Try again” in this field. 

 

 



 

 

Feature Comparison 
 
 

 

General 

 
Scratch Cards  iLearn InteDashboard 

Cost 
Low Cost 

(~$290 for 1000 forms)  No additional fees High Cost 
(~$50/head/year) 

Ease of use   
 A familiar platform that 

staff and students may 
already be familiar with 

 Intuitive interface, 
easy to learn 

Can be run offline       

Equipment required from 
students 

A pen 
An electronic device 

with Wi-Fi connectivity 
An electronic device 

with Wi-Fi connectivity 

Account setup N/A  No additional work 
required 

 Bulk upload student 
accounts directly from 
Excel 

Online support N/A  Email 
ilearn.help@mq.edu.au 

 Available at 
http://www.intedashboar
d.com/contact-us/ 

 

Data 

 
Scratch Cards  iLearn InteDashboard 

Quiz results easily 
exportable to Excel 

N/A     

Extensive data available 
to track IRAT & TRAT 

results throughout the 
session 

      

Fixing flawed questions: 
Regrade a quiz after 

students have taken it 
      

 

 

http://www.intedashboard.com/contact-us/
http://www.intedashboard.com/contact-us/


 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Administering Quizzes 

 
Scratch Cards  iLearn InteDashboard 

Timed quizzes Requires a separate timer     

Ability to add photos to 
questions       

Ability to add audio-visual 
material to questions       

Ability to duplicate 
quizzes       

Immediate feedback       

Automated grading       

Monitor quiz results in 
real-time   

 See whether students 
answered correctly or 
incorrectly 

 See what percentage of 
students answered A, B, C 
or D 

Easily identify members of 
the same team when 

facilitating 
N/A     

TRAT scores automatically 
carried over to all 

members of the team 
      

 



 

 

Final verdict 
 
 

And the winner is… 
 

All three tools are great options for running Individual and Team Readiness Assurance Tests. 

Using scratch cards is a fun paper-based method which eliminates the need to rely heavily on technology during class to 
administer TRATs. However, this method does not allow for real-time monitoring of results and requires more time to grade 
quizzes once complete. 

iLearn is a great choice for running IRATs and TRATs, making use of a platform that is already freely available and familiar to 
Macquarie University staff and students. However, you do miss out on certain perks such as extensive data to track student and 
team results throughout the session. 

InteDashboard, having been custom-built specifically for TBL, is a strong option to use with exciting features such as real-time 
monitoring of results and detailed analytics which give you unparalleled insights into individual and team performance. However, 
it is substantially more expensive than the other options and may not be feasible for everyone, particularly if you have a large 
cohort of students. 

Ultimately, it’s not about which tool you choose, but how you use it. The three tools covered in this resource can all be equally as 
effective for administering Readiness Assurance Tests and successfully implementing the TBL methodology in your unit.  
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